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Regulating the Trial of Controverted Elections or 
Returns of Members to ferve in the United Par- 
liament for Ireland. 



Note. The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



an Aa was paffed in the laft Seffion of , 
I WL I ^ament, intituled, “ An Aft for regulating, until the 
t C -jfe “ of May One thoufand Eight hundred and 

& - “ 1 wo, the Trial of Controverted Eleaions or Returns 

“ of Members tolerve in the United Parliament of Great Britain 
“ a,ld Ireland, for that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, 
and for regulating the Qualification of Members to ferve in the 
laid United Parliament which Aft, io far as the fame related 
to (uch Controverted Eleftions or Returns, i.s now expired ; and 
it is expedient that other Provifioiis fhould be made for the regulat- 
ing the 1 rial of luch Controverted Elections or Returns ; ° 

•Be it therefore JEnafteD by the KING’S Moll Excellent 
Majesty, byand with tire Advice and Confent of the Lords 
fapmtual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament 
aliembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and after 
A 
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all and every the Rules, Regulations, 
Authorities, and Powers heretofore given or prefcribed by any Adi or 
Adis of Parliament of Great Britain, and in force at the Time of 
the palling of the Adi for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
with reipedl to Petitions prefented to the Houle of Commons, com- 
plaining of undue Elections or Returns of Members to ferve. in Par- 
liament, or complaining of the Omiffion or Inefficiency of any fuch 
. Return, and with refpect to Petitions of Perfons defiring to oppofe any 
Rio-ht of Election, or any Right of choofing, nominating, or appoint- 
ing Returning Officers, which {hall have been deemed valid by the 
Determination of any Select Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 

- and with refpedl to the Trial and Determination of all fuch Petitions 
by all fuch Seledl Committees, ffiall be in full Force and Effedt 
with refpedt to all fuch Petitions as ffiall or may be hereafter from 
Time to Time prefented to the Houfe of Commons of the Par- 
liament of the laid United Kingdom, complaining of undue Eledlions 
or Returns of Members to ferve in Parliament for any County, 
Stcwartry, City, Borough, Cinque Port, Town, or Place, in any 
Part of the laid United Kingdom, or of the Omiffion or Inlufficien- 
cy of any fuch Returns, or from any Perfon or Perfons defiring to 
2 oppofe any fuch Right of Eledlion, or of choofing, nominating, or 
appointing Returning Officers, in as full and ample a Manner as if 
the fame Rules, Regulations, Authorities, and Powers were herein, 
repeated, and particularly and fpecifically Enacted, concerning the 
fame Petitions, and' the Trial and Determination thereof; except 
fo far as the fame are altered in and by this prefent Aft. 

And be it further Enafted, That no Petition complaining of 
any undue Eledlion or Return for any County, City, Borough, 
Town, or Place, in that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, 
or of the Omiffion or Inefficiency of any fuch Return, or from 
any Perfon or Perfons defiring to oppofe any Right of Eledlion, 
or of choofing, nominating, or appointing Returning Officers in or 
for any fuch County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, fnall be pro- 
ceeded upon by the Houfe of Commons, unlels the fame ffiall 
Rate all and every the fev.eral Matters and Things, of and con- 
cerning which the Petitioner or Petitioners preienting the fame is 
or are defifou.3 of complaining, and to which lie or they purpole 
or intend to call and examine Witneffes; and that no Witneis or 
Witneffes ffiall he called or examined by or on the Behalf of fuch 
Petitioner or Petitioners, either ;by or before the Seledt Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons to be chofen for the Trial and De- 
termination of the Merits of fuch Petition, or by or before the 
Commiffiioners to ffie chofen and appointed in Manner herein- 
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after mentioned, to any Matter or Thing not contained or fet 
forth in fuch Petition, or in the Lifts and Statements hereafter 
mentioned. 

And be it further Ena&ed, That all the Parties appearing be- 
fore any Seleft Committee to be chofen for the Trial and Deter- 
mination of the Merits of any fuch Petition, fhall immediately 
after a Chairman fhall have been chofen by the faid Committee, 
and before any other Bufinefs ft all be proceeded upon by the faid 3 
Parties, or either of them, before the faid Committee interchange 
with and among each other, Lifts of all fuch Votes, and of the 
Names of all luch Voters, to which either of the laid Parties pur- 
pofe and intend to objedt, either before the faid Committee, or 
before the Commiffioners to be chofen in Manner hereinafter 
mentioned ; and that the faid Parties fhall alfo interchange with 
and among each other. Statements in Writing of all Particulars re- 
fpedting any Right of voting, or of choofing or nominating a Return- 
ing Officer, and refpedting all fuch other Matters and Things 
whatever, as either of the faid Parties mean to inlift upon, or to 
contend for, or to ohjetft to, before the laid Committee or Corn- 
miff oners, or either of them refpectively ; and that no Witnefs or 
Witneftes fhall be called or examined by or on Behalf of either of 
the laid Parties, before the faid Select Committee, or before the 
faid Commiffioners, or either of them, to any Matter or Thing not 
Ipecified and contained in the laid Lifts or Statements relpeftively, 
or in the Petition complaining of the Eledlion or Return in quef- 4 
tion, as hereinbefore mentioned and provided. 

And, for the avoiding the Inconveniences and Expence which 
may in certain Cafes arile, by real'on of Witneftes being brought 
from Ireland to be perfonally examined before Committees of the 
Houle of Commons ; Be it Enacted, That whenever a Select Com- 
mittee of the Houle of Commons fhall at any Time hereafter be 
appointed for the Trial and Determination of any Petition com- 
plaining of an undue Election or Return of Members to lerve in 
Parliament for any County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, in 
that Part of the "United Kingdom called Ireland, or complaining 
of the Omiffion or InlufBciency of any fuch Return, or from any 
Perfon or Perl'ons deftring to oppofe any Right of Election, or any 
Right of drooling a Returning Officer or Returning Officers, in 
or for luch County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, upon its ap- 
pearing to the laid Committee, from the Nature of the Caie,- 
and the Number of Witneftes to be examined relative to. the parti- 5 
cular Allegations in the laid Petition, that the -fame cannot be 

effectually 
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effedually enquired into or determined by and before luch Com- 
mittee, without great Expence and Inconvenience to the Parties, 
or either of them, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the laid 
iSeled Committee, at any Period during the Courfe of their Proceed- 
ings upon fuch Petition, to make an Order for the Nomination and 
Appointment of Commiffioners, in Manner hereinafter direded, 
-for the Purpofe of enquiring into, examining, and reporting the 
.Evidence, together with the Opinion of fuch Commiffioners, upon 
fuch of the Eads, Allegations., Matters., and Things, mentioned and 
contained in the faid Petition, and in the laid Lifts and State- 
ments delivered before the laid Committee, as lhall be thought 
requifite and necefiary by the laid Committee to be referred to the 
Laid Commiffioners. 

Provided always, and be it further Enaded, That if the faid Com- 
mittee lhall not think it neceffary to make liich Order, or to ap- 
point fuch Commiffioners as aforelaid, then and in fuch Cafe the 
laid Committee lhall proceed to try the Merits of the faid Petition, 
in the fame Manner as the Merits on Petitions refpeding Contro- 
verted Eledions are tried for that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Great Britain. 

-And be it further Enaded, That whenever the faid Committee 
lhall think fit to. make an Order for the Appointment of Commil- 
lioners -as aforelaid, fuch Commiffioners lhall be appointed in Man- 
ner hereinafter mentioned; that is to fay, on the next Sitting Day 
.6 after the faid Order lhall have been made by the laid Committee, 
at the Time previoufly appointed by the laid Committee, in the 
Prefence of the faid Committee, and alfo in the Prelence of the faid 
Petitioners, their Counfel or Agents, and of the Sitting Members, 
their Counfel or Agents, and alfo in the Prefence of all Parties be- 
fore the Houfe on diftind Interefts, or complaining or com- 
plained of on different Grounds, or whofe Right to be eleded or 
returned may be affeded by the Determination of the faid Seled 
Committee, or their feveral and refpedive Counfel or Agents (or 
in the Prelence of fuch of the faid Parties, their Counfel or Agents, 
as lhall then and there attend) the Names of Barrifters, each 

of them having confented under their Hands and Seals to become 
Commiffioners on being appointed in Manner hereinafter men- 
tioned (and not having voted at the Eledion in queftion, for the 
County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, refpeding which the 
Eledion or Return complained of, or other Subjed Matter of 
the Petition in queftion, arole or happened, and' not being, nor 
7 having been at the Time of the Eledion in queftion, Sheriff of 

the 
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'the County, or Returning Officer of the City, Borough, Town, 
or Place, in or for which the faid Election, Return, or other 
Matter of the Petition in queftion, aroie or happened, nor 
having been Counfel at fuch Ele&ion) Ihall he delivered to the 
Chairman of the faid Committee, by or on behalf of each and 
every the faid diftindt Parties, or by or on behalf of fuch of them 
as Ihall then and there attend by themfelves, their Counfel or 
Agents ; and a Lift of the whole of fuch Names fhall forthwith 
be made; and thereupon the faid Parties, their Counfel or Agents, 
beginning on the Part of the faid Petitioners, fhall, in the Prefence 
of the faid Committee, proceed alternately (or if there ihall be 
more than Two Parties before the Houfe on diftincl Inter ells, or 
complaining or complained of upon different Grounds, or whofe 
Right to be eledled or returned may be affedled by the Determina- 
tion of the faid' Seledl Committee, the faid Parties, their Cuunfel 
or Agents, fhall proceed fucceffively as the Cafe may require) to 8 
ftrike off the Name of One of the faid Barrillers contained in 
the faid Lift, until the Number fhall be reduced to ; which 

laid Barrillers, together with the Chairman, who Ihall alfo 

.be a Barrifter, and who Ihall be named and appointed in Manner 
hereinafter mentioned, fhall be Commiffioners for the Purpofe of 
trying and examining all fuch Matters and Things as Ihall be re- 
ferred to them by the faid Seledt Committee in Manner aforefaid, 
and as Ihall be fpecially aftigned and limited in the Order of the 
.faid Committee, for that Purpofe made as aforelaid. 

And be it further Ena£led, That immediately after the Appoint- 
ment of the laid Two Commiffioners in Manner aforefaid, and be- 
fore the faid Committee fhall adjourn, a Third Commiffioner, for 
the Purpofes aforefaid, and who Ihall be the Chairman of the 
laid Commiffion, fhall be appointed in Manner following (that 
is to lay) if all the' Parties interefted fhall agree among them- 
felves in nominating and appointing any One Barrifter, who Ihall 9 
have confented to luch Appointment under his Hand and Seal, 
then fuch Barrifter fo nominated and contenting, Ihall be and he is 
hereby appointed to be a Third Commiffioner and Chairman of 
the faid Commiffioners ; but in cafe the leveral Parties Ihall not 
agree amongft themlelves in the Appointment of fuch Chairman 
as aforefaid, then it Ihall be lawful for the Chairman of the faid 
: Sele6t Committee, to nominate any Barrifter, having previoufiy 
confented in Manner aforefaid, to be luch Third Commiffioner 
and Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, and fuel Barrifter Ihall 
be fuch Third Commiffioner and Chairman accordingly. 

B Provided 
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Provided always* and be it further Enadted, That if all the faid 
Parties interefted in fuch Petition fhall agree in nominating any 
Barrifters to be Commiffioners as aforefaid, and fhall deliver 
to the Chairman of the Seletft Committee, a Lift of 
Barrifters fo agreed upon, and confenting to aft as aforefaid, fuch 

10 Lift being figned by all the faid Parties, fuch Three Perfons fhali 
be and become Commiffioners for the Purpofes aforefaid, as if they 
had been appointed in Manner hereinbefore mentioned ; and in 
ffich Cafe the laid Commiffioners fhall appoint One of themfelves 
to be their Chairman. 

Provided alfo, and be it further Enafted, That if within One 
Hour after the Time fixed by the faid Committee for the Appoint- 
ment of Commiffioners in purffiance of this Aft, the Petitioner or 
Petitioners, or fome one or more of them who fhall have fio-ned 
any Petition for the Purpofes aforefaid, fhall not appear, either by 
themfelves, their Counlel or Agents, before the faid Committee, 
.or fhall not give in any Lift of Names in Manner aforefaid, then 
and in fuch Cafe the laid Committee fhall not proceed to the Ap- 
pointment of fuch Commiffioners, but fhall forthwith report to the 
Houfe that fuch Petition was not proceeded upon before the faid 
Committee ; and thereupon all Orders of the Houle and of the faid 
Select Committee refpe&ing the faid Petition fhall be difcharged, and 
fuch Petition fhall not be any further proceeded upon, in the Man- 

1 1 ner directed by this Act, or by any other Aft or Afts now in force 
refpefting the fame ; and the Petitioner or Petitioners io neglecting 
to appear, fhall be held to have made Default in the Recognizance or 
Recognizances entered into by him or them on the prefenting of the 
Petition, in the lame Manner as if the faid Petitioner or Petitioners 
had neglefled to appear or proceed before the faid Houfe,. 

And be it further Enacted, That if within One Hour after the 
Time fixed by the faid Committee for proceeding to the Appoint- 
ment of Commiffioners as aforefaid, the Sitting Member or Sit- 
ting Members, or any other Party or Parties oppofing the Petition, 
fhall not appear before the faid Committee, by himfeif or them- 
felves, or by his or their Counfel or Agents, or fhall not give in 
any Lift of Names in Manner aforefaid, thereupon for the Purpole 
of appointing Commiffioners and of reducing the Lift of inch 
Names as fhali be delivered by or on Behalf of any Party or Par- 
ties appearing before the faid Select Committee as aforefaid, the 
Place of a Party oppofing the Petition fhall be Applied by the 

1 2 Chairman of the Committee, who fhall accordingly as often as 
it fhall come to his Turn as Applying the Place of the Party op- 

pefing 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I 7 ] 

ipofing the Petition to ftrike outa Name, put all the then remaining 
■Names into a Glafs, and draw one out, which Name ftiall be ftruck 
•off the faid Lift .; and the fame Method of reducing -the laid Lift to 
the Number of ftiall be followed whenever any Party ftiall 

•waive his Right of ftriking off Names from the faid Lift. 

And -be it further Loaded, That when and as foon as the faid 
Com miff oners lhall be appointed in Manner aforefaid, the Chair- 
man of the faid Seled Committee ftiall iffue a Warrant under his 
Hand and Seal, di reded to each of the Commiffioners fo appointed 
•commanding the laid Commiffioners and each of them, under the 
Penalty of to repair to the City, Borough, Town, or Place 
-• n f > A? )r which the Eledion or Return complained of, or other Sub- 
ject Matter of the Petition arofe or happened, on a Day -certain to be 
named in the faid Warrant, and which Day ftiall not be lels than 

, Days nor more than Days diftant from the Day on ir 
which the laid Commiffioners were appointed in Manner aforeftid • 
and m cale any of the laid Commiffioners lhall neglefi or refofe to 
obey the Irijunftion of the faid Warrant, he or they io negMind or 
refuting lhall accordingly forfeit the Sum of a.Sd the faid 

■Chan-man of the faid Committee lhall annex or caufe fo be ann-x- 
cd to his Cud Warrant, a true Copy of the Petition which lhall have 
been referred to the laid Committee, and of the Slid Lifts and difrat- 
ed Votes and Statements of the feveral Parties which lhall have been 
delivered before the laid Committee, together with a true Copy of 
the Order made . by the foid Committee Ipeciaily affignlng and 
limiting the Fads or Allegations, Matters and Things, refcffiag 
whicn the faid Commiffioners are required and . directed to 
Lvideiice, and to report the fame, together with all fuch other 
Documents and- Papers as the faid Seled Committee lhall think 
proper ; all which Warrants, Petitions, Orders, and Papers, lhall be 
■conveyed to the feveral Parties, in the Method ufed in conveying ra. 
Writs m that Part of the United Kingdom called Great Britain- 
and the laid - Chairman -of the faid Seleft Committee lhall alfo 
trammit a Copy of his Warrant, but not of the feveral other Papers 
to the Printer of the Dublin Gazette, to be inferred in the next 
^Number oi the faid Gazette which ftiall be publiftied after the 
Receipt of the Copy -of the faid Warrant. by- the faid Printer. 

- ft rt h et Enadled, That immediately after- the Completion 

a, the Proceedings aforefaid, -the faid Chairman of the fa'id Seleft 
ommittee ffiall thereupon report the Proceedings of the faid 
Committee to the Houfe, -and lhall alk Permiffion of -the Honfefor 
the bud Committee .to adjourn, until fuch Time as the Speaker ffiall, 

bv 



Mf 
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by his Warrant, in Manner hereinafter mentioned, direft the faid 
Committee to re-affemble ; and upon fuch Permiffion being granted, 
it fhall and may be lawful for the faid Committee to adjourn ac- 
cordingly ; any Aft or Afts of Parliament now in force to the con- 

15 trary thereof in anywife notwithftanding. 

And be it further Enafted, That fin all Cafes of the Trial of 
Petitions on Controverted Eleftions, for any County, City, Borough, 
Town, or place, in that Part of the United Kingdom called Ire- 
land, the Select Committee for the Trial of fuch Petition fhall 
not be diffolved on account of the Death or Abfence of any Num- 
ber of the Members thereof, except the Number of the laid 
Committee fhall be reduced to lei's than any Aft or Afts of 

Parliament now in force, or any Law, Ufage, or Cuflom to the 
Contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding. 

And be it further Enafted, That on the Day and at the Place 
appointed, between the Hours of in the Forenoon and 

in the Afternoon, the laid Commiflioners and Chairman 
■fhall meet and open their Court, or commence their Proceedings, 
bv reading the Warrant of the laid Chairman of the faid Seleft 
Committee, and alio the the Copy of the Petition annexed to the 
faid Warrant, and alfo the Copies of ail other Papers tranfmitted 

1 6 by the faid Chairman ; and the faid Commiffioners fhall, before 
further proceeding on the Bufmefsof their faid Commiffion, take 
and fubfcribe the following Oath ; that is to fay ; 

“ I A. B. do fwear. That I will, without Favour, Affeftion, or 
« Malice, and according to the beft of my Skill and Know- 
“ ledge, well and truly try and examine all fuch- Matter's 
« and Things as fhall be brought before me by virtue of 
“ a Warrant dated the Day of 

“ under the Hand and Seal of the Chairman of the Seleft 
“ Committee of the Houfe of Commons, on a Petition 
“ from ‘[here fate the Name or Names of the Petitioner 
“ or Petitioners, - and of the Place' to which the Petition re- 
lates\ ; and that I will in all Things, well and truly per- 
“ form the Dutv of a Commiffioner appointed to try the 
“ faid Matters and Things, according to the Rules, Regu- 
“ lations, and Direftions contained in an Aft, paffed in the 
“ Forty-fecond Year of the Reign of King Geoiige the 
« Third, intituled, [ here fit forth the title of this Act.] 

“ So help me GOD.” 

Which 
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Which Oath the faid Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, having 
firft taken and fubfcribed the fame in the Prefence of the reft of 1 7 
the faid Commiffioners, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
adminifter to the other and others of them the faid Commif- 
fioners ; and if any Perfon fhal-l a 6 t as a Commiffioner in the 
Execution of this A61, not being qualified by his Degree as a Bar- 
rifter, every fuch Perfon {hall for fiich Offence forfeit and pay 
the Sum of and the faid Commiffioners fhall fet 

every Day (Sundays, Chriftmas Day, and Good Friday only ex- 
cepted) from the Hour of in the Morning till in 

the Afternoon, and fhall never adjourn for a longer Time than 
except in cafe of the Death or continued Abfence of any 
of the faid Commiffioners as hereinafter provided, unlefs Sunday, 
Chriftmas Day, or Good Friday fhall intervene ; and in cafe of 
fuch Intervention, every Meeting, Setting, or Adjournment, fhall 
be within from the Time of appointing or fixing the fame, 

exclufive of fuch Sunday, Chriftmas Day, or Good Friday. 

And be it further Enabled, That no one of the faid Commif- 
fioners fhall be allowed to abfent himfelf from the faid Daily Sit- iB 
tings and Meetings, except in Cafes of fudden Accident orNecef-' 
fit's-’, or in cafe of Illnefs, and that fuch Cafes of fudden Accident 
or Neceffity fhall be made appear to the others of the faid Com- 
miffioners, by Fa61s fpecially ftated and verified upon Oath of the 
faid Commiffioner fo abfenting himfelf; and that luch Illnefs fhall 
be certified to the others of the laid Commiffioners on the Oath 
of a Phyfician ; which Oaths fhall be made before .one of His 
Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace; and that any Commiffioner who 
fhall fo abfent himfelf without fuch lawful Excufe, fnall for every 
Day on which he fhall fo abfent himfelf forfeit and pay the Sum 
of 

And be it further Enadted, That the faid Commiffioners fhail 
never fit until all the faid Commiffioners are met, except in Cafes 
where the Abfence of a Commiffioner is verified upon Oath as 
aforefaid, nor then, except by Content of all Parties in Manner 
hereinafter mentioned ; and in cafe the faid Commiffioners, or fuch 
Number as fhall be fo confented to (the faid Chairman being 
always one) fhall not meet within after the Time 19 

to which the Meeting of the faid Commiffioners fhall have been 
adjourned, a further Adjournment fhall be made in the Man- 
ner before dire&ed, and fo from Time to Time until alUhe faid 
Commiffioners, or fuch Number as fhall be fo confented to in Man- 
ner hereinafter mentioned (the faid Chairman being always One) 

C are 
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are afiembled ; and if the Number of the faid Commiffioners 
ante to attend, thall at any Time by Death or otherwife be u"a- 
roidably reduced to lets than Three,' and thall fo continue for the 
Space of . Sitting Days, and no fuch Confent as herein- 

arter mentioned thall have been given, the Party bv whom the 
Commiffionerfodying or abfenting himfelfwas originally appointed 
mall nominate a Barrifter, having contented in Manner before men- 
tioned, to aft as aCommiffioner in his Place; and in cafe of the Death 
or continued Ablence of the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners for 
20 the Space of Sitting Days, then the remaining Commit 

noners thall proceed to nominate One other Barrister, havino- con 
tented m Manner before mentioned, to be a new Commiffioner 
and Chairman; but m cafe the remaining Commiffioners cannot 
agree m the Appointment of a Chairman, then the Names of the 
remaining Commiffioners thall he put into a Glafs in open Court in 
tne Prefence of the Parties, or fuch of them as thall attend, and the 
Commiffioner whofe Name is firft drawn out thall nominate and 
appoint One Barnfter (having confented in Manner before men-' 
tlonedj to be fuch Chairman, and the faid remaining Commiffion- 
: • ‘t? l haU S‘ ve Notice of his Appointment to fuch Commiffioner or 
Chairman to appointed, who thall thereupon, under the Penalty of 
- repair to the Place of Meeting of the other 

Commiffioners, on a Day certain to be named by the remaining 
Commiffioners, and which Day thall not be lefs than ° 

n ° r more than ' Days diftant from the Day on 

whicn the faid Commiffioner or Chairman was; appointed in Manner' 
atoretaid; and ail and every fuch Commiffioner or Chairman fo from 
l me to I ime to be appointed in the Place or Stead of any Com- 
naithoner or Chairman dying or abfenting himfelf for the Time 
aforefaid thall in all Relpefls have the fame Power, Turitdiaion 
anc Authority, as the Commiffioner in whofe Place or Stead he 
than have been appointed in Manner aforefaid, and thall nroceed 
conjointly with the other Commiffioners to complete the Purpofes 
for which the faid Commiffioners were originally appointed. 

Provided always neverthelefs, That notwithftanding any Thino- 
hereinbefore contained to the contrary, any Number of the laid 
Commiffioners (the faid Chairman being always one) may, duriiw 
he Ablence 01 after the Death of any other or others of the faid 
Commiffioners, execute all the Purpofes of this Aft, with the Con- 
tent of all Parties mterefted, and which Confent thall be etfeeciallv 
entered on the Minutes of the Proceedings of the faid Commil- 
tioners, and f.gned by the Parties, their Counfel or Agents refpec- 

Provided 
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Provided always, and be it Enabled That if n -rr 

appointed by virtue °f this AS (hall be prevented frL attfdW * 
at the Day and Place appointed as aforefaid, by any fudden Accf 
dent, Neceffity, or Illneis, to be verified upon Oath in M^ ler ' 
hereinbefore ffirefled With refpect to the AbiVnce of either of Z 

id Comm,moneis after proceeding; on the Paid Commiffion then 
and in filch Cafe the Commiffioner or Commiffioners io prevented 
from attending by inch hidden Accident, Neceffity, orllhrefe ffiall 
not be liable to the faid Penalty of a ,’ T p / lhaIi 

contained to the contrary notwithftanding. 7 ° hereH1 

And be it further Enafted, That the faid Chairman of the 
Commiffion (hall at all Times, by Warrant under his Hand and 
Seal, have Power to fend for all Perfons Paners and ojf , 
the faid Commiffioners (hall examine all Witneffes who (hah come 
before them upon Oath, and (hall try and examine all Matters “ r 
ferred to them, and (hall in all Refpefts have the fame Powers and 
Authorities for the trying and examining the faid Matters fo re 
fared to them as Scleft Committees of the Houfe of Commons on 
controverted Eiefaons have, for the trying and examining the Mat- 
tel s and Things referred to fuch Seleft Committees; and the faid 
Commiffioners (hall appoint a Clerk, to take down in Writing M 
of a?! ffi h Fvd Proceedings (of them theifaid Commiffionerffnd 

f all filch Evidence as (hall be given or produced before them in 
as accurate a Manner as the fame can poffibly be clone, and ffiall 
pioceed in examining all and every Witnefs or Witneffes who (hall 
come before them, and in determining on the Validity of any Vote 
or Votes, and in feminizing the Rights of any Voter or Voters 
S?* dete ;™mng Objections to Votes or Voters, and in all other 

■ Matters and Things whatfoever referred to them, in tire fame Courfe 

o the H Zr e r “ g t0 the fame Rules ’ as Select Committees 
or tiie Jriuule of Commons on controverted Elections ouo-ht and 

are empowered to proceed in like Cafes; and the (aid Commif- 
fioners ffiall and may be attended by Two Counfel, and no more 
on behalf of each of the Parties appearing before them, and com-’ 
piaining or complained of on diftinet Grounds or Jnterefts; and the 
Clei k appointed by the laid Commiffioners. ffiall from Time to Time 
make, or caufe to be made, true Copies of the Minutes of all 
Pioceedmgs before the (aid Commiffioners, and of ali fuch Evi- 
dence as ffiali be given or produced before them, and ffiall 
give one fuen Copy to each of the Parties interefted, dr his 
or their Agent, or to fuch of them as fhai! demand the fame 
■on being paid for each Sheet of the (aid Copy, confuting of « 
Seventy-two Words, the Sum of * ’ and Lb 5 

Commiffioners 
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Comniiffioners fhall refpeclively certify in Writing under their 
refpe&ive Hands, their Adjudication upon every Vote to which any 
Objection dial l be made before them, declaring the laid Vote to be 
good or bad-; and within Days after the Evidence before 

the fa-id Commiffioners fhall be clofed touching the Matters and 
Things referred to them, the laid Commiffioners fliall caufe Two 
Copies of the Minutes of all their Proceedings to be made, and fhall 
examine the fame with the laid Minutes, and fhall lign and leal the 
the faid Copies, and fliall alfo under their Hands and Seals certify 
their Opinion upon all fuch other Matters and Things as lhall have 
been put in Ilfue before them, upon the Merits of the Petition in 
queftion ; and fhall tranfmit by their Clerk, One of the laid Copies 
to the Clerk of the Crown for Ireland, or his Deputy at the Cro wn 

26 Office in Dublin ; and the other of the faid Copies to the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons of the Parliament of the faid United King- 
dom, who lhall accordingly communicate the lame to the faid 
Houfe, and upon the Tranfmiffion of the faid Copies, the faid 
.Commiffioners fhall adjourn in order to receive fuch further Orders 
from the Seledt Committee upon the Petition in quelfion, as 
fuch Committee may .from Time to Time think requifite and 
necelfary. 

Provided always, and be it -further Enadted, That in cafe at any 
Time in the Courfe of the faid Proceedings before the faid Com- 
•miffioners, any of the faid Parties lhall tender or offer to produce 
to the faid Commiffioners any Witnefs or Evidence to, of, or con- 
cerning any Matter or Thing whatfoever in Ilfue before the faid 
Commiffioners, which Witnefs or Evidence the laid Commiffioners, 
or a Majority of them, lhall be of Opinion ought not to be ex- 

27 amined, heard, or received, the laid Commiffioners lhall Hate in 
Writing the Reafons and Grounds upon which they have rejedled 
the laid Evidence, and enter the fame upon their Proceedings ; 
.and it lhall and may be lawful to and for the Party tendering or 
offering to produce fuch Witnefs or Evidence, to require of the 
laid Commiffioners, that the faid Witnefs or Evidence lhall be ex- 
amined, heard, and received, by and before them; and the Telli- 
mony of luch Witnefs, or the Purport of fuch Evidence, lhall ac- 
cordingly be taken down in Writing by the Clerk to the laid Com- 
miffioners feparately and apart from all other Evidence before the 
faid Commiffioners, and a Copy thereof, with a Statement of the 
Purpofe to or for which the faid Witnefs or Evidence was produced, 
and by whom the fame was produced, lhall be ligned and fealed by 
the laid Commiffioners, in the Nature of a Bill of Exceptions to 
Evidence, and the fame lhall be tranfmitted by the faid Commif- 
fioners, 
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fimiers, together with all the other Proceedings before them, in 2 8 
Manner hereinbefore mentioned ; and if the Selebt Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, to whom the Merits of the Petition in 
queftion fhall be afterwards referred, in Manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, fhall be of Opinion, that the tendering and offering of fuch 
Witnefs or Evidence was frivolous or vexatious, or that the Tefti- 
mony of fuch Witnefs or the Purport of fuch Evidence was im- 
pertinent or irrelevant to the Matter in Iffue before the faid 
Commiffioners, the faid Committee fhall report fuch their Opinion 
to the Houfe, together with their Opinion on the other Matters 
relating to the faid Petition, and the Party who fhall before the 
faid Commiffioners have oppofed the examining, hearing, or receiv- 2 q 
ing of fuch Witnefs or Evidence, fhall be entitled to recover from 
the Perfon or Perfons who fhall have produced fuch Witnefs or 
Evidence, the full Cofts and Expences which fuch Party or Parties 
fhall have incurred in oppofing the fame, or by reafon of the fame 
being received in Manner aforefaid ; which Cofts and Expences 
fhall be afcertained and recovered in the fame Manner and Form 
as are now provided by Law for the Recovery of Cofts and Expences 
in Cafes of frivolous or vexatious Petitions, or frivolous or vexatius 
Oppofition to any Petition. 

. And be it further Enabled, That within Days after 

the Copy of the faid Proceedings, and Certificate of the Opinions 
of the faid Commiffioners, fhall be received by the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, the faid Speaker fhall infert in The London 
Gazettee, a Warrant figned by him direbling the Selebl Com- 
mittee upon the Petition in queftion, to re-affemble and meet 
again within the Space of from the Date of fuch War- 

rant ; and that the faid Selebl Committee fhall accordingly re- 30 
affemble and meet again, and fhall take the faid Proceedings and 
Opinions of the faid Commiffioners into Confideratibn, and fhall 
proceed to try and determine the Merits of the faid Petition 
in fuch and the fame Manner as Selebl Committees on con- 
troverted Elections are by the Laws now in force diredted to 
proceed, try, and determine ; fave and except that the faid Com- 
mittee fhall not call for or receive any other or further Evidence, 
written or parole, refpebling any Matters or Things which fnall 
have been tried and examined by the faid Commiffioners in Man- 
ner aforefaid ; but the faid Committee fhall determine on all fuch 
Matters and Things from the written Minutes of the Evidence, 
and Proceedings before the laid Commiffioners, and the Certifi- 
cates of the faid Commiffioners fo figned, fealed, and tranfmitted 
•as- aforefaid : Provided always, that the faid Committee fhall and 
may be at Liberty to hear Counfel, as to the Effebl of the faid 
D Evidence 
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31 Evidence ar.d Certificates, in like Manner as they may do refpedl- 
ing any other Matter in queftion before them ; and that the faid 
Certificates of the faid Commiffioners, fhall not be in anywile 
binding or conclufive upon the faid Committee, but that the laid 
Committee may notwithftanding the fame, if they fhall fee juft 
Caufe, depart from, vary, or reverfe the Conclufions drawn by the 
laid Commiffioners, or over-rule their faid Certificates, upon all 
or any of the Matters fo certified by them ; and that the faid Seledt 
Committee fhall report their own Opinion to the Houfe, upon the 
whole Merits of the faid Election or other Matter of the faid 
Petition. 

Provided always, and be it further Enadted, That the faid Seledl 
Committee fhall (fromTime to Time during the Continuance of the 
^2 faid Committee, and at any Time before reporting their final Opinion 
to the Houfe on the Merits of the Petition in queftion) have full Power 
and Authority to diredt any further or other Warrant to the faid 
Chairman of the Commiffioners, under the Pland and Seal of the Chair- 
man of the faid Committee, ordering anddiredtmg the faidCommif- 
lioners to re-affemble for fuch Purpoies as fhall be in the faid Warrant 
fpecified; and that fuch and the like Proceedings fhall be had upon 
fuch further Warrant of the Chairman of the faid Committee, as 
are hereinbefore diredted with refpect to the faid Warrant- of the 
Chairman of the faid Committee hereinbefore firft mentioned. 

And be it further Enadted, That all and every Perfon and Per- 
fons who fhall wilfully give falfe Evidence or make any falfe 
Oath or Affidavit before the faid Commiffioners, or before any 
Juftice of the Peace, touching any Matter or Thing provided 
for by this Adt, fhall be proiecuted and indidted for the fame ; 
and 'fuch Perfon or Perfons being convidted thereof fhall be fubjedt 
and liable to the fame Puniffiments and Difqnalifications as Per- 
fons are fubjedt and liable to for wilful and corrupt Perjury by the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm; and that it fhall and may be 
30 lawful for the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, and he is 
hereby authorized and empowered, by Warrant under his Hand 
and Seal, diredted to any One or more Conftable or Conftables, 
or to any other Perfon or Perfons fpecially appointed by fuch 
Chairman, (which Perfon or Perfons fhall in fuch Cafe have all 
the Powers and Privileges of Conftables, for and in the Execution 
of fuch Warrant,) to lummon and require the Attendance of any 
Witnefs or Witneffes, or other Perfon or Perfons, before the faid 
Commiffioners, at the Day and Place to be mentioned in the faid 
Warrant. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That if any Perfon fo fummoned as 
a Witnefs as aforefaid, fhall neglect or refute to attend, without 
lawful Excufe to be determined by the , laid Commiffioners, or if 
any Witnefs before fuch Commiffioners fhall prevaricate or fhall 
otherwife mifbehave in giving or refufing to give Evidence, or if 
any Perfon fhall be guilty of any Contempt or Mifbehaviour what- 34 
foever of or towards the laid Commiffioners, while fitting and act- 
ing in the Execution of their faid Commiffion, the faid Chairman 
of the Commiffioners fhall and he is hereby empowered, by a War- 
rant under his Hand and Seal, and directed to the Gaoler of the 
Common Gaol of the County or Place in which the faid Commif- 
fioners fhall fit, to commit fiich Perfon (not being a Peer of the 
Realm or a Lord of Parliament) to the Cuftody of the faid Gaoler, 
without Bail or Mainprize, for any Time not exceeding 
Calendar Months. 

And be it further Enadted, That all pecuniary Penalties in and 
by this Adt impofed, fhall and may be recovered, with full Colts of 
Suit, by any Perfon or Perfons who fhall fue for the fame by Adtion 
of Debt in any Court of Record in that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland; in which Adtion it fhall be fufficient for the Plaintiff 
or Plaintiffs to declare that the Defendant or Defandants is or are 35 
indebted to him or them (to the Amount of the Penalty fued for) 
by virtue of this Adt ; and in which Adtion no Effoign, Privilege, 
Protedtion, or Wager of Law fhall be allowed, nor more than One 
Imparlance. 

Provided always, and be it further Enadted, That every Indidt- 
ment, Information, or Adtion, for any Offence againft this Adt, or 
any Forfeiture incurred under the fame, fhall be found, filed, or com- 
menced within after the Commiffion of the Fadt 

on which fuch Indidtment, Information, or Adtion fhall be grounded, 
or within Months after the Conclufion of the Proceedings 

in the Houfe of Commons relating to the Petition on the Trial of 
which fuch Fadt fhall have arifen. 
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